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VICTORIAN BUSHFIRES ROYAL COMMISSION — FINAL REPORT —  
WESTERN AUSTRALIAN RESPONSE 

Statement by Minister for Emergency Services 
MR R.F. JOHNSON (Hillarys — Minister for Emergency Services) [2.06 pm]: I take this opportunity to 
inform all members of the house about the details of the Victorian Bushfires Royal Commission’s final report 
and what this means to Western Australia and our emergency services. The commission’s final report, which 
was released by the Victorian state government on Saturday, 31 July, contains 67 recommendations that centred 
around key areas, including the bushfire safety policy—stay or go versus “Prepare. Act. Survive”; emergency 
and incident management; fire ground response; electricity-caused fire; deliberately lit fires; land and fuel 
management; and organisational structure. Although a number of the recommendations focus on Victoria, WA’s 
emergency services will now assess the details to determine what, or whether, changes are required to further 
enhance operational effectiveness and community safety locally. 

Since the tragic loss of the life and property during the Victorian bushfires in February 2009, the Fire and 
Emergency Services Authority has been working closely with other agencies to review and assess the state’s 
prevention, preparedness and response capabilities. WA’s emergency services have already undertaken 
significant reforms and adopted national recommendations that have flowed from the commission’s interim 
report, which was released in August 2009. A key area is the significant changes FESA has introduced to 
community information and warning systems. Prior to the last bushfire season, WA agreed to adopt the new 
national bushfire community awareness campaign—“Prepare. Act. Survive”—which encourages homeowners to 
prepare their properties and leave early. As part of this campaign, FESA distributed more than 40 000 kits to 
people living in bushfire-prone areas. In relation to community warnings, I launched the new state alert, a 
purpose-built system that was developed by FESA and WA Police. Last season, the state alert was activated on 
nine occasions and sent out more than 20 000 messages to people in the community to keep them informed about 
an emergency situation. 

Our government fully commends and supports the decisive action that our emergency services have undertaken 
since the tragic Victorian bushfires to ensure that our state is well protected. As part of this reform process, our 
government introduced new laws prior to the previous bushfire season, which included providing FESA with the 
power to take control of major fires, clearly defining a single chain of command. Interestingly, this is a key 
recommendation in the commission’s final report. In addition, we increased the penalties for arson earlier this 
year. Our government is committed to protecting local communities from bushfires. Last season we listened to 
the warnings from the Bureau of Meteorology and FESA about a high-risk fire season and we joined forces with 
the federal government to boost the aerial fleet with a second type I helicopter. That decision played a key role in 
saving lives and property on a number of occasions, especially in Toodyay. In the recent state budget, we 
reported a $128 million boost to front-line emergency services over the next four years. Our government 
welcomes the commission’s final report and the valuable opportunity it presents for our emergency services to 
enhance community safety for all Western Australians. 
 


